This study aimed to investigate the association between ADAM metallopeptidase domain 33 (ADAM33) gene polymorphisms and the risk of childhood asthma. The relevant studies about the relationship between ADAM33 gene polymorphisms and childhood asthma were searched from electronic databases and the deadline of retrieval was May 2016. The single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) of ADAM33 (rs511898, rs2280092, rs3918396, rs528557, rs2853209, rs44707, rs2280091 and rs2280089) were analyzed based on several models including the allele, codominant, recessive and dominant models. The results showed that the ADAM33 rs2280091 polymorphism in all four genetic models was associated with an increased risk of childhood asthma. Positive associations were also found between the polymorphisms rs2280090, rs2787094, rs44707 and rs528557 and childhood asthma in some genetic models. This meta-analysis suggested that ADAM33 polymorphisms rs2280091, rs2280090, rs2787094, rs44707 and rs528557 were significantly associated with a high risk of childhood asthma.
Introduction
Asthma is a common respiratory disorder in both adults and children, characterized by bronchial hyper-responsiveness, airway inflammation, airflow obstruction, wheezing and breathlessness. Nowadays, the prevalence of asthma in children is increasing worldwide and has become one of the major causes of child hospitalization and morbidity (1) . This disease can be induced by environmental factors (such as bacterial infections and tobacco smoke) and multiple genetic factors (2) (3) (4) . Commonly, asthma starts with wheezing, but in young children with dysfunctional maturating immune system, not all wheezing progresses to asthma. It has been reported that environmental factors as well as genetic predisposition play important roles in asthma development in children (5, 6) . Several candidate genes have been reported to be functionally implicated during the occurrence and development of asthma, such as pro-inflammatory genes, anti-inflammatory genes, airway remodeling genes, immune modulation genes, etc. (7) .
The ADAM (a disintegrin and metalloproteinase) family, a subgroup of the metzincin metalloproteinase superfamily, plays an important role in physiologic processes, such as cell migration, cell fusion, fertilization and immune response (8, 9) . ADAM33 (ADAM Metallopeptidase Domain 33) is an asthma susceptible gene, and is associated with asthma and bronchial hyper-responsiveness (10) . It is located on the human chromosome 20p13 and is highly polymorphic, containing over 70 single-nucleotide polymorphisms (SNPs) (11) . ADAM33 is typically expressed in bronchial smooth muscle cells and human lung fibroblasts. Alterations in ADAM33 activity may influence the function of these cells, thereby resulting in airway remodeling (12) . Moreover, airway obstruction and bronchial hyper-reactivity induced by the occurrence of airway remodeling are closely related to asthma (13) . Recently, several ADAM33 polymorphisms have been shown to be associated with childhood asthma. For example, Shalaby et al. (14) reported that the rs511898 homozygous mutant genotype and the rs44707 heterozygous genotype of ADAM33 were significantly associated with the risk of childhood asthma. A recent cohort study reported a positive relationship of rs2243250 and rs2070874 polymorphisms with childhood asthma (7) . There was no consistent opinion to explain the effect of ADAM33 polymorphisms on asthma in children.
In this study, we performed a meta-analysis to examine the association between ADAM33 polymorphism and risk of asthma in children. This study may provide new perspectives in explaining the significance of ADAM33 for predicting the risk of childhood asthma.
Material and Methods

Data source
Related studies were searched in PubMed (http:// www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/) and Embase (http://www. embase.com). Key words used for retrieving were ''childhood asthma'' or ''pediatric asthma'' or ''asthma in children'' and ''ADAM33''. The language was restricted to English. The deadline of retrieval was May 2016.
Inclusion and exclusion criteria
The included studies met the following inclusion criteria: 1) reported the relationship between ADAM33 polymorphism and risk of asthma in children; and 2) SNP distributions were available in cases and controls for evaluating odds ratio with its 95% confidence interval (CI). Studies were excluded if they were reviews, reports, comments, letters, etc.
Data extraction
Two investigators independently extracted the useful information using a standardized form. The following items were extracted: the name of the first author, publication year, geographical location, study year, study type, as well as the gender and age information of the participants, allele frequencies, and number of patients and controls in each SNP (rs511898, rs2280092, rs3918396, rs528557, rs2853209, rs44707, rs2280091 and rs2280089). Divergences were settled by discussion with another investigator.
Statistical analysis
We first examined if genotype distribution in control participants was in accordance with the Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium (HWE) in each study by Pearson's X 2 test (15) . A meta-analysis was performed with the R statistical package, version 3.12 (https://www.r-project.org/). The association strength between children asthma risk and ADAM33 polymorphisms was estimated by odds ratios (OR) and 95% CI (16) . Heterogeneity among studies was detected based on the chi-square Q test and I 2 test. Heterogeneity was significant when the P value was o0.1 or I 2 450%, and the random effect model was used to calculate the pooled effect. Otherwise, the fixed effect model was used (17) . Publication bias was evaluated by Egger's method (18) .
Results
Study selection
The flow chart of the selection progress is listed in Figure 1 . Briefly, 290 articles were preliminarily identified from PubMed (n=46) and Embase (n=244). Of these, 22 duplicate articles were removed. After reading the titles, abstracts and whole test, if possible, another 224 articles were excluded due to obviously irrelevant data. The studies including both adult asthma and children asthma were also excluded. The abstracts of the remaining articles were carefully read, and 19 of them including 3 letters and 16 case series or case reports were excluded. By reading the full text of the remaining 25 articles, 17 were excluded due to duplicated populations or unavailable data. Finally, a total of 8 eligible studies were included in this metaanalysis (7, 14, (19) (20) (21) (22) (23) (24) .
The included studies were published between 2008 and 2016 and were from Saudi Arabia, India, Portugal, Brazil, Czech, Netherlands, Egypt and China (Table 1 ). There was no significant difference in age and gender among these studies. All were observational studies, including 1 cohort study, 2 cross-sectional pilot studies and 5 case-control studies. The article by Klaassen et al. (7) was based on two types of studies, ADEM (Asthma Detection and Monitoring) study and KOALA study (the Child, Parent and Health: Lifestyle and, Genetic Constitution study). Therefore, the information of these two types of studies were extracted and listed independently in the Tables.
The SNPs of ADAM33 including rs511898, rs2280092, rs3918396, rs528557, rs2853209, rs44707, rs2280091 and rs2280089 were analyzed in this meta-analysis. Distributions of these genotypes in control and in asthmatic children are listed in Table 2 . Genotype distributions of almost all of the control populations were consistent with the HWE.
Meta-analysis
The results regarding the associations between polymorphisms of ADAM33 and asthma risk of children are listed in Table 3 
Discussion
The present meta-analysis evaluated the relationship between ADAM33 polymorphisms and asthma risk in children. Results showed that in all four genetic models of ADAM33, the rs2280091 polymorphism was associated with the increased risk of childhood asthma. Positive associations were also found between the polymorphisms ADAM33 was first regarded as a susceptibility gene for bronchial hyper-responsiveness and asthma by a genome-wide linage analysis (25) . More than 70 SNPs have been identified in this gene. Some of the asthmarelated SNPs are located in regions encoding amino acid changes (26) . Others are non-coding SNPs but affect the viability of smooth muscle cells and fibroblasts, affect the inflammation of the airways, and affect the association with other SNPs (26) . Therefore, ADAM33 genetic variations may lead to abnormal changes of smooth muscle cells and fibroblasts, thus result in hyper-responsiveness and remodeling of the airway, which is correlated with development of inflammation (13) . In a previous meta-analysis, Zheng et al. (27) reported that the ADAM33 rs2280091 polymorphism increased the risk of asthma. The replication of the positive association confirmed the effect of rs2280091 on asthma. However, the meta-analysis by Zheng et al. (27) only illustrated the relationship of one SNP in adults. In the present study, other polymorphisms such as rs2280090, rs2787094, rs44707 and rs528557 were also found to be related to the increased risk of childhood asthma. Although the function of these SNPs in the development of asthma is not fully understood, it is likely that the ADAM33 is an important chemokine in gene mutations that affects the pathogenesis of asthma in children.
Just as other meta-analyses, heterogeneity was found among the articles. The included studies were from different geographical regions, including Asia (Saudi Arabia, India and China), Europe (Portugal, Czech and Netherlands), Africa (Egypt) and America (Brazil), which might contribute to the heterogeneity of genetic diversity. Besides, children in different countries received different medical care, which also influences the phenotype of asthma, and thus might lead to heterogeneity.
Several limitations in this meta-analysis should be pointed out when explaining our results. First, though there might be some confounding factors that affect the results of this meta-analysis, we did not perform subgroup analysis because of insufficient data. Second, only studies selected from databases were included, and thus publication bias might exist. We did not perform the publication bias analysis because eligible studies were less than 10. Third, the control group of some included studies were not ideal since a slight deviation from HWE was found. Therefore, more keywords should be used to retrieve more studies for further evaluate the relationship between ADAM33 polymorphism and childhood asthma.
In conclusion, ADAM33 polymorphisms rs2280091, rs2280090, rs2787094, rs44707 and rs528557 were significantly associated with a high risk of childhood asthma.
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